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IP PORTRAITS

Sreyvin: 
With a deep and genuine interest of health issues, why people become ill and how to prevent or treat them, study-

ing medicine was just a natural choice for me. While it can be demanding and intensive, saving lives remains the best 
incentive. 

I aspire to specialize in gynecology-obstetrics. I feel concerned by the health of Cambodian women. Unfortunately, 
some of them have not yet received the basic knowledge on hygiene, which makes them still much vulnerable. I aim 
to help reducing the female mortality rate in my country by preventing it, educating women, and providing effective 
care too.

I wanted to be part of the IP even if it bring extra courses to the regular curriculum. I believe the listed courses are 
remarkably valuable and will help achieve my goal.
This program is more interactive than our usual lectures. 

Besides real-life applications provided by the case study sessions, 
simulation session teach us safe reflexes and good behavioral habits in 
front of patients as well as lifesaving techniques. 

We reflect on the symptoms and apply ourselves to find proper diagnostics. Apart from this theoretical knowledge, we 
learn how to perform specific procedures. For example, thanks to the seminar a Stanford University team led this year, 
I have better knowledge of emergency medicine therapeutic actions. 

Next year, I will enter the 5th grade and will be able to follow the introduction to research course. The IP gave us a 
glimpse of it as we already had the opportunity to work present on common diseases worldwide and explain how the 
scientific world address them. I admit I would rather work in a hospital. However, I must confess I am keen on the idea 
of doing research on innovative technologies in the medical field.

“



IP PORTRAITS

Sambath: 
Younger, I was often sick. I wanted to become a doctor to cure my family and I. I also deeply care for Cambodian 

people and I am now coming to be a cardiologist. 

In the last semester of the 3rd year, our teachers introduced the IP and its four primary educational teachings. I found 
it innovative. I successfully passed the exams in both academic courses and foreign languages and could fit into the 
selection. I then enrolled to be part of the first IP class. 
Each of the IP course complete one another and grant students with the skills and abilities they need to thrive. Foreign 
teachers are of compelling influence. Thanks to them, we can develop our medical knowledge and our English or French 
speaking skills to later stand out in the marketplace. 

I am looking forward to continuing my studies abroad. I am learning a lot 
in Cambodia but I aspire to broaden my horizons and experiment other 
educational and medical realities. 

I am convinced that this enriching experience abroad will allow me to deepen my knowledge. I value the practical ex-
perience I will gain in the use of modern techniques that could be adapted to fit into the Cambodian medical world. 
For now, Cambodia still lacks technical equipment and human resources, which is a significant issue. Soon, our hospi-
tals will perform with modern technology. But what it if no personnel can use this new equipment? This is one reason I 
will eventually return to Cambodia after studying abroad and contribute to develop high quality standards and practice 
for the medicine here.

Now in my 5th year, I am likely to have the opportunity to teach younger students and prepare them to become trainers. 
The IP encourages to share scientific knowledge and extend it to the entire Cambodian health science discipline. We are 
beginning to witness its impact throughout this field. 

Class leaders often discuss together. A class leader is the messenger between the students and the teachers. My role is 
also to schedule, organize and guide the class. With my assistants, we want to create a Study Club every student could 
attend. We could replace trainers when necessary and start interactive working sessions with their classmates. It would 
be an excellent way to share our knowledge. By welcoming everyone, we also invent a new method for faculty learning 
support. The idea gains ground and this should help us all to progress.

“

The IP also includes foreign language courses, which usually close after the 3rd grade in the regular curriculum. I can 
keep learning French, traditionally used in the Cambodian medical field. Yet, English is necessary in the global context, 
especially in the ASEAN region. Thanks to the IP, I will continue to learn this language. I am hoping I can progress 
enough in both languages to be awarded a scholarship abroad and perfect my medical knowledge and work experience.

I wish to see large numbers of qualified and active doctors in Cambodia and to be one of them. I might then consider 
to share my knowledge with future generations.
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